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INTRODUCTION 


Tho word fiszorlography connotes the welling of history or the art of writing histocy, thus, the intervention 
of human interents, drives, urges and wapimalionn, which are definitely dependent upon internal and externe 
factors afdonling permonsand Uheir personalities, The url of history writing instead of denting with the fack 


because of philosophical, logical and 


v drifted bo the art of interpretations 
I leading to 


ich interpretations have been invariably ideolog 
Llike the classical blind mon trying to Hgure out the elephant 
) trying to picture history according to their couceptions, 
the elephant of the story was patiently standing withstanding 
phant of history definitely would not 


nid actual happening: hash 
epiitemological methods employed. Thuy 
divergent explanations and expositions. +s 
by touching, the historiographers have ti 

:ptions, hypotheses and theories, Ofee 

ing, cuddling and snuggling of the blind men, bat U 
ntand differing strokes of historians and historiographers 


per 
the ¢ 
tolerate the dilf 


f humanity are reaching to people, the connected. 
ry that shows contradictions in actual life with 


* As day-by-day data and information of different aspee 
ed and interested people slart questioning the histo’ 
past and historieal processes that lead to different consequences and results in the present, Theoreticians, 
idvologists and converted historians cannot take readers and people for granted as they can too questen 
yall people who decide what they want in the society, 
1, 


their hypotheses, Uheories and conclusions. [is att 
nation and world according to charging Limes. Therefore, historiography has to be objective ~ fair, imparti 


unbiased, unprejudiced, dispassionate and thus based on the facts 


BERATED FROM SEMANTICS? 


CAN IISTORIOGRAPHY BE. 
Modern day historivgraphy has become more of playing with words, word-jugglery and semanticism / 
Semasiology. This is boeause the scholars always Lry o projet their own viewpoint to dominate over others. 
‘Thus more interpretation, argument and debate for the sake lead to pleanastic, tautological and verbose 
historiography instead of precision, accuracy, completeness and brevit Ideology, personal bias, prejudice 
and preconceived notions play havoe in such willful and wishful deliberations, p and exercises 
In the pursuit of such methodology, unfortunately, the historiographers and histori: are becoming 
theoreticians and ideologists in propayating views of historiography by interpreting present on the past. 


, proceedings 


; Historicism, historiosophy, historicity and such other expressions are used with definitions. However 
the list increases day-by-day as the histotiographical studies inerease. Just by using adjective historical 


attached to other words and expressions, they may try to ereate new phrases, but they should be specifie, 
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Hintorieal interest 
Historical reality 
Historical deseription 


Historical law 


Historic 
Hi 
His 


Historic 


Levent 


orical agenda 


orical existen 


heritage 
Historieal explanation 
Historical euphemism 
Historical presumption 
Historical justification 
Historical test 


Vat people want 


And not interpretations, They are not interested in what so and so would not do 
Who siis op Chat, but, Chey want that Chey should not repeat the same affecting their life. The historians can 
gyeucl {hat no historical wrongs ean be corrected by another wrong, but why such historical wrongs occurred, 
why Che nivolved should have committed such wrongs, how they were prepared Lo commit, what inspired to 
dos ote. should bo explained by (he preachers. Neyationism, that too historieal negationism cannot qualify 
W guarantee that the wrongdoors do not repeat [he historical process based on the theory of historical cycle 
sto for vibe certain historical discipline, they expect 
ame, They know that there could not be historical exceptions, exemptions and 
are simple but interpretations are complex. To call spade a spade 
fore, to tree from such verbose, historians should resort to scientific methodology. 
Ling or recording events involves careful observation, inference and conclusion. 
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‘They know 


privilege ry well that faet 


nothing is required. There! 
The seiontitie method of nart 
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SCURNTINIG METHODOLOGY IN HISTORY AND Tt 


s, analysis, dynamics, statics, construction, 


ing scientific (orminology like 
ins in interpretations. Scientific methodology involves 


Uc is not simply t 
pouction, demonstration, ote in adjective and noun fi 


ematic feature: 


the following clear eut sind s) 


wablo, verifiable, controlled, objective, tangible and recordable processes. 


2 ‘Tocknical, methodical, logical, precise and exact observation, inference and conclusion. 


material evidences ure available, they are to be checked, analyzed and found out the 


Whore: 
details about them. 


out, what implements could have been used, whether such 


4. "Their origin, how they could have come ; : 
SIRT He the inputs could have been procured ~ like this, all facts 


technology was available, if so where 


should be gathered, 


¥ ted with 
5. ‘The data from the material evidences should be compared, collaborated and correbor 


other g 


Wailable evidences. ; 
inf ion i y Id be verified 
6. Iliterary evidences alone are available about information instead of data, they cou! 


With natural phenomenon, 
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7 smn, ll procense culo Bae in ce and pc wath de cli nd conversion of data by 
processing into meaningful information 
8, Formation of laws to codify such proce: es and conclusion! 
9. Easy application of such laws. 
ame re: 


10. Application of such laws at any time and place to get the 


LL. Getting such results by any person: 


ewer any happening or proce 


aw does not an! 
evidence comes up 


sion or | ? 
he moment any ne 


ad for future, t 
useless data as all data are 


12. Ifany observation, inference, conclu 


such data has to be kept in abeyance and us 


eaningful giving 
there is no useful or meaningful giving 
ed systematically. 
fany methodology 
Jy the historical p' 


3 In scientific methodology, 


information, when data is process seein iuate 

feet’ i ted and adopted and claimed 
in his! itir F hy, i is adapte d ‘ 

Therefore, in history writing and historiography, ee cningensdlcontt 


as scientific, they should have these features to satis 


OBSERVATION AND RECORDING OF CONTEMPORARY EYENTS 
rendition of contemporary events of war and other campaigns 


scribes and poets used to prepare chronicles. But, 
superstitious description, as they are done with an 


There have been many official recording an 
undertaken by the rulers, where engaged writers, 
invariably, they are mixed with imaginary, superlative, 
intention to please the masters. 

However, how a contemporary event could be recorded can be formulated as follows: 


1. Observation involves psychosomatic factors of the observer and that of environment, 


2, If the observer were lack of any psychosomatic factors, there would be improper observation in his 
inspection and examination. So also the factors of environment, as they have to be understood 
completely by the observer depend upon the connected factors. 

3. Even ifhe has perfect psychosomatic conditions, if he is prone to or has decided to be influenced or 
affected by external factors, his observation would not be objective. 

With objective observation, after making inspection and research, he should make inference. 


5, The inferences could be taking all factors of cause and effect, probabilities and possibilities inte 
account. Mainly materia] evidences decide feasibility, workability and plausibility of inference. 


6, Then with all observed, inspected and recorded happenii ‘ 
, ppenings corroborated b; ial evidences. 
wherever necessary or required, conclusion ean be drawn, i Stenseiaaaa ere 


~ 


‘The conclusion should be specific and up t ‘i . : 
to interpretation, up to the point, No ambiguous words should be used leading 


@. It should be actual and factual of data and information. I 


opinion on others, he should stop with reporting and reco’ a a al 


; rding. 
9, Interpretation with or without elucidation, 


versione exposition, rendition, redacting, may lead to different 


10. No data should be su i 
ippressed or withh r 
ainGo oe eld, whether they are useful or useless, favourable of 


After this, the observed data, inform: 
A . » inks 
Bee ae mormation and results should be published and made available to all 
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2 weiter should or should have ne 
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sy avudenoe 


any know the unknown oaly from the known, 
anys pant wath (he experince af the present 


sexton the past dveats. As ane 


Qferent diettonary meanings and authorities, simply connotes 


reoond of public events, 


jtions and processes in the preceding development of society 


+ cow h of nations. 

3 f pvents connected with nation, persan or (hing, 

8 ogous sequence in some individual sphere of activity 

7. Sventful reer. 

& The development ofa certain sequence of phonomenon in nature, 


se evident that history is not only the sequential etmmonological onder of events but also the 
ch events. It ts equated with _chnynielos, accounts, reports 

Te at caveerd the ambit of narrative events mainly poliGeal and thea 
os, The chronological aspect wats linked thereatler 


sed covering other aspects of suviety and social PRES 


\ e ‘atin historia. noaningg inguity, Ans faster denotes a 
‘ssmed man. Later, it was attributed to investigation and reasarch, The Grecco Latin word historie ts 
Sctinguishad gram the German word Geschichte, which connotes which excurrd or happenad. This resembles 
Jbhose, which has the same moaning. Not only Wand 18 century NOT used the award Gesehiohte to 
Ene collections ofhistorical materinls, but alee the 10 century historians we sed formean the narration 


€ 
“Seats aswell as more collections of frets 


4 CRITICAL ANAIESIS 


‘THE QUESTION OF PROGRESS, ADVANCEMENT, DEVELOPMENT, GROWTH, EVOLUTION ETC 
In historical processes of humankind, particularly situated at differen 


nt places couk 
equated or measured with the same yardstick. The determination of Progress, Advance 
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ctors and conditions are relative. Moree 


‘olution ete has been much 


no corresponding 


ing, determining and 


, Stone te wood and 


vood to metal, metal to machine 
ined or studied by archaeologists at all pz 

sith highly refined language, literature, philosophy, 
annot be considered pre-historic, barbaric, uncivilized 


ts of the 


time, it turns out to be a science of computing dates and 
ing but a methodology of dating the events and happenings 
nee so chronology and datings of events are. While chronology is both 
concrete to some extent later, datings are based on modern scientific methods. 
pecific dates and period and thus fixing the events. The chronology is 
era, eon, cycle and so on depending upon the time reckoning, recording and 
cf a country should be determined only in the respective time and place and 
When two factual events are to be tested for contemproneity, word 
ould not be a deciding factor, but all other factors. Ifone literature, society or group 
veat another literature, society or group, it could be cross-checked easily. If the other 
or group does not mention, naturally the claim has to be subjected to critical scrutiny for 
orians and historiographers make generalizations, which could 


ral catestrophes happen, it would affect all people at ll places in the same manner, 
cpald have originated in the middle-east or Mediterranean area and spread to other areas 
other cultures and civilizations. 


gs should follow the sequential stone and metal ages to get civilized, progressed and 


+ writing or written documents, there is no history or historical period. 
clution should not be used in historiography changing 


conflict of divine origin and theory of evi 


” 


ific racial, racially casteist, fanatically linguistic, fundamentally religious, communally 
secular and such other attitudes can have no place in historiography. 
There are nations, which are always invaded by others. Therefore, dominant group or nation has & 


+ to invade such nation and colonize. 
The humanity in the divine plan, is divided into two domains and they are termed aiterently 
diferent dominant domains-hellenex barbarian, civilized x uneivilized, momin x kafir, jews got 
christian x heathen, believer x non-believer; proletariat x bourgeois, west ol Ese 
undeveloped and so on. ‘Thus, the former groups have a sanctioned duty to civilize the s 
History is history of class struggle in any society. Whatever may be oe caged ale a 
it is splitting into two great hostile camps-the bourgeois and the prol letariat. 


complete with revolution. 
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This type of mindset always work ich n way to dieparage the tradition, heritage nn © ent 
others; (nies (o reduce their chronology; suppress their ndyancemen aus 


and 60.00, 


the borrowal theory to confuse the fact 


CRIALEVIDE! ND THAT OF SCIENCE AND TECHN 
HISTORICAL HYPOTHESES AND THEORIES WITTLOR WITHOUT MATERIALEVIDENGES ANE ‘0106 
AN HISTORY 


ea sories With or without material evidence. 
With the above scientific methodology, historical hypotheses and theorie ee a 
can be compared with material evidences of science and technology, As the KYA MAT Mit pre oo 
and debates haye been more on the Indus Valley Civilization (mentioned as ure, 


examples are taken from them for comparison as follows. 


HISTORICAL HYPOTHESES AND THEORIES WITH OR WITHOUT MATERIAL EVE 
LIGHT OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY IN HISTORY 


Would be abstract, conceptual and intangible. Would be concrete, real and tangible. 


:$ MATERIAL EVIDENCES ANALYZED 1N Typ, 


Tron was not there in India, till the invading Aryans in 2000 BCE introduced it, When sculptures of 
north India datable to 3000 BCE (IVC dancing girl made of Copper, torso of a man of red sandstone), 1999 
BCE (Lomarishi cave) ete prove the high-level Iron technology as without which the processes of ch: 
cutting, carving, melting, casting etc., could no-t have been there. 


ing, 


Indians had no sense of history (Elphinstone, Max Mueller, Mill and others). Indians had their own 
sense of history writing that is not appreciated, through the vast literature available (3500 BCE), 


Indians had no sense of chronology. Indians had high precision of time reckoning and recording through 
asterism, lunar and solar movements since Vedic period (3500 BCE). 


Early India wrote no history because it never made any (A. A. McDonnell). India had the highes} 


philosophy, logic and epistemology since 3500 BCE, Then, how is that they could have had such intellect 
reasoning and cognition without history. 


India has no history before Alexander's invasion (Vincent Arthur Smith), India has many materia 
evidences before Alexander. In fact, India never recognized Alexander, 


as he is no event in Indian history 
Greeks and Alexander's apologetic historians should find out as to why 


Indians did not care Alexander. 
India has no proper history before Mohammedan invasion in 13 


century (James Fergusson), This i 
biased as proven by the previous allegation, 


India had no writing. No written record to the past and therefore, the ancient period is pre-historic ie 
not historic. 


Writing required only when man wants to reduce his knowledge to writing, None ean assert that withow 
Writing man cannot speak, converse, and compose poems and 30 on. How the ancient Vedic literature coul’ 
have come out in pre-historic period’ Or why the historie man could not produce literature like pre-histori 
Vedic man? . - 


IVC has script, but it is still undecipher 
proves the inefficiency of man and not tha 


red and therefore, it is proto-historie, Undeeipherment of scrip 
cannot disprove the material evide: 


Lof the man who wrote. Moreover, : 2000 CE 
nce and knowledge of 3600 BEE eee mers ignorance of 2 
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z - W. If there rs i pn 
domesticated, it was not used for war, If it ig used for wi, Anne aid coe eee —— 
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# the existence of horse, Avai st 
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‘The material evidence of 3500 BCE prove: 
usage of metal and therefore girdles, ‘Thus, 
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protons, tt in terotewnnt that horse i nat depleted aa the souls, tnntead, ti 
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joss ont iseecaverend n0 fr eae 


Tron wan nol (here in IVC hefore 2000 BCE and in South India before 1500 BOK, 


Pho Coppor technology, alone carvings, standard bricks, weighti and measures of LVG 
nyeo of Iron leh nology 


arly prove the 


oxi 
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hy the Rig. Vedie composers or lintencrs, When 
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Fire altars of LVC are looked upon with auapicion 


‘Whe matorial evidence of Piro altars of IVC is not denied, Cremation was prevalent from pa 
period fy dobatahle 


That the Dravidiane or (he 'Tamils of the Sangam period used the pra 


ein not deni 


wee 


Tho mature Harappan culture is bawed bi 2500 and 1700 BOR, while Vedie people appear after i.e, 
1000 NCH, Therefore, even later Vedi wuld not have created Harappan culture. Jt is » 


that the date of Vedas var and not fixed to 1000 BCE. If later Vedic Aryans could not have 
could id bo hy former Vedic Aryans? 


Aryan 


known 
reated, then, 


‘Che Harappan script might he prote- Dravidian or non-Indo-European. 


I the xeript holders of the Harappan culture were proto-Dravidian during 2500-1700 BCE, why the 


true Dravidians of mature culture of Sangam literature did not have any seript? Why should they have a 
Brahmi seript? 


WWKOLOGY, HE 


FORIOGRAPHY AND HISTORY 


Woology iss sot of beliefs, doctrines, convictions 


tenets, opinions and ideas later turning into established 
dogma and philosophy supported with their own ethical, moral and logical eode. Ideology coupled with 
litical, religious, social, racial, linguistic, casteist, bureaucratic, administrative and other affiliations, 
Motives and personal agi ment lead to demerit historiography, as the writers are prepared to write 
According to the dictum of the rulers and bosses and get benefits, Such pre-conceived, pre-determined and 


pre-planned historiography has become a role model for ideologist-historians, historiographers and history 
Writers, ° 


‘Thus, whon ideologtint becomes a historian or historiographer, his writings cannot beimpartial, unbiased, 
Lunprejudicod and non-partisan, Ideologist many times plays multiples roles of theorist, theorizer, 
hypothesizer, speculator, and conjecturer. Tentative assumptions, presumptions, educated guesses, 
Professional conjectures mar the subject matter. Historian or historiographer cannot accuse of others of 
‘anything when he himself has decided to behave like the one of whom, he is complaining. He cannot theorize 
the behaviour and writing of others, and turn red when others start to proceed in the same line. 


1. Ahintorian becomes a fascist, the moment he dominantly asserts and argue thet his view alone is 


correct and others incorrect, therefore all should accept his view. 


; ' wsiigat a 
Rocomos a fundamentalist, ithe believes that one religious scripture alone is infallible, none coulk 
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Heritage alone i correct and that of others incorrect 
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b. An Obscurantist, when he supports obseurantisny ef one 
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from their views, 


are Lhe words used against 
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WHY LISTORIO AND PARTIALITY? 


It is be 


APILY SHOULD HE SUIYE 


‘YO BIAS, PREJUDICE 
1 closely linked to the pe c 
holders of such ideology. Historiographers are human beings, When they choose to write history and they 
themselves or the employers decide thal the writingshould arrive al-a particular result, then, anybody can 
understand that motivated, vested interests star playing in Lhe history writing thus turning into biased 
historiography. The per 1 enrichments and comforts are related Lo ps ychosomatic factors and thus, the 
gorveypevehosamatic judico and partiality. That is why to 
cae Sieeneli ind theories Lo justify 


suse of involvement of ideology, which 


‘on 


tors act in historiography with bias, pr 
ugly intentions, they theorize new propositions, propese hypothest 
their Pre-eonceived, pro-determined and pre-planned historiography. Thus, ideology dictates methodology 
to be adapted and adopted in thir historiography. Thus, we see the following contradictions: 


1. Theorizing, talking and wriling against custe of one particular religion, society or nation and 
forgetting or nol even whispering about the existence of such social discrimination and differentiation 
existing in other religions, societies and nations with different names such as class, creed, 
denomination, and so on, thus promoting casteism. 


2, Condemning communaliam, fundamentalism, and fanaticism, of one group and turning blind eye 
to that of other groups. 


Tf he could nat differentiate the historical processes in the light of violence and non-violence or 
justifies the violent groups against non-violent groups, definitely he is making mistake. 


4, Material evidences of all groups should be taken into consideration in interpreting processes. 


PRE-CONCEIVED, PRE-DETERMINED AND PRE-PLANNED HISTORIOGRAPHY 


Historiography could neither be a speculative nor indefinite subject, as it is an attempt towards perfection 
made on the path of certainty. Therefore, with fixed results or conclusions, historiographers cannot proceed. 
If they are ordered to do so, what can be avoided are listed below: 


1, Selective, choosy, discriminative writings to drive out their point of view only 


2. Publicity, propaganda, indoctrination, harsh persuasion, “only what we say is correct” - attitudeet® 


would be hallmark of such methodology. 


Print and electronic media give wide publici pee 
athiar viawtaiat. Publicity to one viewpoint and play down or even black out the 


Over-glorification and repeated usage of certain evi 
ain evidence: j , ich 
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5, Results are kept before writing to 


ich results, 


such results are 


In fact, unles arrived at, they 


© nol honoured or paid far the wr 
Attacking the other historians and writers, if the 
cording to them: 


not supporting their view or 


view’ 


3, Ifintellectually, they cannot be countered or argued, they 
defaming and belittling. 


sort. ta personal altacka of murdsling 


{yEN PROFESSIONAL BIAS IS DANGEROUS IN HISTORIOGRAPLIY 


gias, as seen before, is the attitude of a person formed, because of his pre-conseivedd, 
preformed opinion, prejudice and conviction towards a particular issue 


Professional bias is such bias formed during working in a charac! 
the unfavorable evidences and giving over emphasis for the favorable 
alone the true ones against others, 


As discrimination is always aided and abetted with other factors like bigotry, intol 
parochialism, and partiality with the ingrained qualities of jealousy, hastility 
intellectuality, wisdom and knowledge. Holding one particular view, hidden affiliation. 
always aim at awards, rewards, aids, grants, postings and so on. 


When such intellectualism is supported by the wishful and motivated ideslogues, t 
colleagues, it turns into intellectual arrogance. Then, it fails to appreciate, respect or ¢ 
views expressed, facts presented and findings of the others 


Ahistoriographer, historian and history writer may be great, reputed and stan 
professional bias, his writings would have skillful manipulations, adroit stratagem, 
and so on, then his / her writings would be biased. Instead of presenting the £ 
suppress the facts and present argumentative fictions as facts. Such forceful debe: 
sophisticated writers, ideological advocates, and of such categories cannot become good, 
historiographers. They would reach a status that they could prove or disprove an; 


because of their forceful language used, arguments put forward and publicity 
methodology. 


‘Therefore, here professional ethics could only save honest historiography. 


CONCLUSION 


It historiography has to be free from bias, prejudice and partiality, the involved should x 
following points. 


1. He should be impartial, neutral, just, independent, objective, open-minded in encly 
corroborating evidences, scrutinizing the records and other substantiatio: 

2. He should have equanimity and serenity of mind, and will over control of his emot 
and sensations and also that of others. 

3. He should avoid all personal prejudices — love or hatred for anything, euologization / glo 
disparagement of any person, place or thing. 

4. dust like a poet, who renders poems flowing from his heart, immediately on seeing a = 
historian or historiographer should write spontaneously. 

6: 


Sitting in a comfortable place with all supporting materials, writing a poem is equivalent 
Managed history. Such history writers are not historians. 
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and obligations te arrive at-a particular renult gp 
ye engaged them for the purpone 


6, He should not have any instructions, compuls 


ora, who hit 
conclude so and so to suit the masters, rulers or other wh 


ary positions and fellowships, nomination, 


7. Even the aids, grants, postings, awards, rewards, honorary [ 
hould not colour his working and writings , 
ne, plan, scherne or project to he 
8. Ifany interference is noted, bossism practiced or the Seeomteneent sigriainctoomaae 
carried out at the wish afsomebody, orgainzation or party. ee anadlseal i 
should disassociate with them or resign from the scheme or P! 
r destruction of evidences ts not a « 


affiliations et 
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